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declared when proposing that he was " free from
the foolish passion that the world calls love "-and
it had made no difference to their ministrations.
So, on the understanding that he would preach
not one sermon the fewer, nor travel one mile the
less, he married Mrs. Vazeille - but this time he
did not tell Charles about it; indeed his brother
was one of the last to hear of the sad event.   And
alas, the event did prove sad : for twenty years
Mrs. Wesley, who appears to have verged on
dementia, harried the life out of her husband.   At
first she did her best, but she could not bear the
constant travelling, the hideous discomfort, the
occasional mobbing, and besides, she was sea-sick
when they went to Ireland.   But why, it may be
asked, need she cling to him so burr-like ?   Ah,
Wesley was so inordinately attractive to women !
And, it must be admitted in extenuation of his
wife's   behaviour,    that   he   wrote   incredibly
foolish letters full of warmth - purely Christian
warmth, no doubt, but it is difficult to distinguish
- to many of his tenderer converts.    His wife
became insanely jealous;  she watched all his
goings out and his comings in,  she rifled his
pockets,  broke open the drawers of his  desk,
accused him of making Charles's wife his mistress,
would travel a hundred miles to see who was
sharing his coach with him, and even, it was
reported, pulled him about by his greying hair.
" My brother," Charles wrote pungently, " has
married a ferret/5 a phrase echoed by Berridge of